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Generators:  New  Requirements  Under  the  General  Nutrient 

Management  Regulation 

On  September  18,  2009,  the  General  Nutrient  Management  Regulation  (O.  Reg  267/03),  under 
the  Nutrient  Management  Act,  2002  (NMA),  was  amended  to  make  changes  to  the  regulatory 
framework  for  non-agricultural  source  materials  (NASM).  The  changes  were  made  to  introduce 
risk-based  standards  for  the  agricultural  land  application  of  NASM  and  to  enhance 
environmental  protection  by  strengthening  and  clarifying  the  rules  around  the  beneficial  use  of 
this  material. 

The  requirements  will  take  effect  in  two  stages.  Stage  1  changes  will  take  effect  immediately 
upon  filing  of  the  regulation  and  consists  of  general  requirements  that  establish  the  framework. 
The  general  requirements  are  needed  to  transition  to  the  requirements  of  the  new  system  for 
managing  NASM  which  take  effect  at  stage  2  on  January  1,  2011.    Transition  periods  are  also 
outlined  within  the  regulation  to  assist  in  moving  from  the  current  framework  of  approvals  to  the 
new  requirements. 


Regulatory  Changes  to  the  Management  of  NASM 

Changes  to  the  General  Waste  Management  Regulation  347,  under  the  Environmental 
Protection  Act  (EPA),  and  O.  Reg.  267/03  will  be  introduced  in  two  stages.  Key  changes  that  will 
affect  generators  as  of  September  18,  2009  include: 

•  Small  and  medium  sewage  treatment  plants 
and  other  NASM  generators  who  were 
required  under  the  previous  regulation  to 
prepare  a  Nutrient  Management  Strategy  by 
December  31,  2009,  will  no  longer  be 
required  to  prepare  a  Nutrient  Management 
Strategy. 

•  Existing  Nutrient  Management  Strategies  for 
large  sewage  treatment  plants  (>45,400  cubic 
meters  per  day  capacity)  will  be  extended 
until  January  1,  2011,  at  which  time  they  will 
no  longer  be  required. 

•  Generators  will  continue  to  operate  under 
Certificate  of  Approval  where  required  under  the  EPA  and  or  Ontario  Water  Resources  Act 
(OWRA). 

•  Generators  are  no  longer  required  to  have  240  days  of  storage. 


HIGHLIGHTS 

•  Remove  NASM  Nutrient 
Management  Strategy 
requirement 

•  Remove  240  days  NASM  storage 
requirement 

•  Continue  Certificate  of  Approval 
under  EPA  and/or  OWRA 

•  Continue  testing  materials 
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NASM  Plans 

The  regulation  treats  NASM  as  a  nutrient,  when  the  materials  are  used  to  enhance  the 
productivity  of  agricultural  land.  In  place  of  Organic  Soil  Conditioning  Site  Certificates  of 
Approval,  the  new  NASM  Framework  introduces  a  new  type  of  instrument  called  a  NASM  Plan, 
similar  in  design  to  the  NMA's  existing  Nutrient  Management  Plans.  As  of  January  1,  2011 
NASM  Plans  will  be  required  for  all  new  land  application  sites  for  Category  2  and  Category  3 
NASM.  Until  this  date,  an  Organic  Soil  Conditioning  Site  Certificate  of  Approval  under  the  EPA 
will  continue  to  be  required  from  the  Ministry  of  Environment  (MOE).  After  January  1,  2011 
NASM  may  continue  to  be  applied  at  sites  operating  under  an  existing  Organic  Soil  Conditioning 
Site  Certificate  of  Approval  issued  under  the  EPA  until  the  Organic  Soil  Conditioning  Site 
Certificate  of  Approval  expires,  is  revoked  or  January  1,  2016,  whichever  comes  first.  NASM 
Plans  would  not  be  required  for  Category  1  materials  (e.g.,  vegetable  peels,  grape  pumice). 

NASM  Plans  are  required  to  be  registered  or  approved  in  the  name  of  the  operator  of  the 
agricultural  operation.  Operations  with  NASM  Plans  for  Category  2  materials  that  are  lower  in 
metals,  must  be  registered  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Food  and  Rural  Affairs  (OMAFRA). 
NASM  Plans  for  Category  3  materials  and  Category  2  materials  that  are  higher  in  metals,  but 
still  within  the  acceptable  levels,  must  be  approved  by  OMAFRA.  Materials  that  do  not  meet  the 
beneficial  use  criteria  or  exceed  the  acceptable  levels  of  metals  and  pathogens  will  continue  to 
require  Certificates  of  Approval. 

NASM  Plans  must  be  prepared  by  a  certified  plan  preparer  and  will  provide  detailed  information 
on  how  Category  2  and  3  NASM  is  to  be  efficiently  applied  on  a  single  farm  field  to  optimize  the 
nutrient  benefit  and  minimize  adverse  environmental  impact. 

For  dates  and  times  of  scheduled  courses,  visit  www.ontario.ca/nasm-omafra.  To  register  for  an 
upcoming  course,  call  the  Nutrient  Management  Toll-Free  Information  Line  at  1-866-242-4460. 

Certificates  of  Approval  for  Generation,  Storage  and  Transportation 

Under  the  new  framework  a  Brokers  Certificate  will  not  be  required  for  the  transportation  of 
NASM,  though  existing  Brokers  Certificates  will  remain  in  effect  until  January  1,  2011.  Other 
requirements  for  NASM  before  it  arrives  at  the  farm  gate  would  continue  to  apply,  including, 
where  applicable,  all  Certificates  of  Approval  under  the  EPA  or  OWRA  for  the  generation, 
storage  and  transportation  of  NASM. 

Materials  such  as  washwaters  from  cheese  factories  that  qualify  as  a  nutrient  and  do  not 
contain  human  body  waste,  are  subject  to  the  similar  land  application  requirements  as  those 
required  for  liquid  manure,  i.e.,  limited  application  is  allowed  during  the  winter.  If  the  materials 
do  not  meet  the  beneficial  nutrient  criteria,  then  an  alternative  disposal  method  must  be  found 
that  may  require  approvals  under  the  EPA,  OWRA  or  Ontario  Building  Code.  Cheese 
washwaters,  for  example,  may  be  disposed  of  at  a  sewage  treatment  plant  or  through  an  onsite 
treatment  system. 


Storage 

In  addition  to  removing  the  requirement  for  a  Nutrient  Management  Strategy,  the  new 
amendments  remove  the  requirement  for  generators  of  NASM  to  have  240  days  of  NASM 
storage.  Storage  for  240  days  will  continue  to  be  encouraged  as  a  best  management  practice 
and  represents  a  good  option  to  manage  NASM  in  the  winter,  when  land  application  is 
prohibited  or  restricted. 

Testing 

Requirements  for  material  testing  are  dependent  on  the  category  of  NASM.  Generators  of 
Category  2  and  3  NASM  are  responsible  for  sampling  and  analysis  of  metals,  nutrients  and 
possibly  other  parameters  (e.g.,  fats,  oils  and  grease).  Pathogen  testing  is  required  for  all 
materials  containing  human  body  waste.  Category  1  materials  do  not  require  sampling  and 
analysis,  unless  it  is  to  be  spread  at  a  rate  that  exceeds  20  tonnes  per  hectare/year.  In  such 
cases,  sampling  for  nitrogen  and  phosphorus  is  required. 

NASM  must  meet  quality  standards  set  out  in  regulation,  and  generators  must  provide  results  to 
the  farmer  prior  to  application.  All  sampling  and  analysis  must  be  done  by  a  laboratory 
accredited  for  the  particular  analysis  as  set  out  in  Parts  IX  and  IX. 1  of  the  Regulation.  Upon 
receipt  of  the  sampling  and  analysis  information,  the  farmer  or  other  certified  plan  preparer  will 
use  the  results  to  complete  the  NASM  Plan  in  order  to  calculate  the  maximum  application  rate. 

Additional  information: 

Additional  information  on  NASM  requirements  is  found  on  the  websites  of  the  Ministry  of  the 
Environment  at  www.ontario.ca/nasm-moe  and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Food  and  Rural 
Affairs  at  www.ontario.ca/nasm-omafra.  Included  are  an  Odour  Guide,  Sampling  and  Analysis 
Protocol,  Nutrient  Management  Protocol  and  Nutrient  Management  Tables. 


This  fact  sheet  is  for  informational  purposes.  If  there  is  a  discrepancy  between  this  fact  sheet 
and  the  regulation,  the  regulation  prevails. 


